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Overview

A Commission on the Social Determinants of
Health 1 setting a global agenda

A Some implications for regional and rural
Australia

Healthy People & Places: Over allocation of water
upstream in the Murray Darling catchment

Universal health service provision
Empowerment as a principle of engagement
Global equity considerations



(()) Commissioners

A Sir Michael Marmot (Chair)

A 18 others representing academics, politicians, civil
soclety, senior public health bureaucrats




Basic logic: what good does it do to
treat people's ilinesses .........

then give them no choice to go back to or no con
over the conditions that made them sick?



Commission on the Social
Determinants of Health

A Launched 28" August
2008 by Dr. Margaret
Chan, Director
General, WHO In
Geneva

A "Health inequity really
IS a matter of life and
death" Margaret Chan
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"(The) toxic combination of bad
policies, economics, and politics is, in
large measure responsible for the fact
that a majority of people in the world
do not enjoy the good health that is
biologically possible. Social injustice is

killing people on a grand scale."

Michael Marmot



Final Report: Value Base

A Need for more health
equity becauseni t 1 s
rir ght and |

j usto
A Human rights and -
social justice
A Quality and
distribution of health
seen as a judge of the P

success of a society
A Empowerment central



CSDH Report: Action Areas

Daily Living Conditions

Power, Money and
Resources

Knowledge, Monitoring
and Skills

T T T T To I o T To To T
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Equity from the start

Healthy places- healthy people

Fair employment 1 decent work

Social protection across the life course
Universal health care

Health Equity in All Policies

Fair financing

Market responsibility T corporate accountability
Gender equity

Political empowerment i inclusion and voice
Good global governance

Monitoring, research, training
Building a global movement

Full report downloadable at http://www.who.int/social _determinants/en/



CSDH framework for improving health
outcomes Iin the bush: some examples

X Improving daily living conditions:
o Healthy People, Healthy Places & Water allocation
o Universal Health Service provision

X Inequitable distribution of power & resources
o0 Empowerment as principle of engagement
0 Global responsibilities



Healthy People 0 Healthy Places

FCommunities that ensure access to basic goods, that
are socially cohesive, that are designed to promote good
physical and psychological well-being and that are
protective of the natural environment are essential for
health equitypo csDH, 2008

Case study of impact of over-allocation
of water upstream on lower River
Murray communities
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Water levels falling and salinity rising in the lower Murray

Under Professor Garnaut's worst-case scenario, the rivers
in the Murray-Darling Basin could deteriorate to a trickle

by 2050. "By 2100, 97 per cent of agricultural production
will be lost."


http://www.smh.com.au/ffximage/2008/07/04/murrayriver_wideweb__470x303,0.jpg

Coorong Is area of great natural
beauty and dying
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Why the Murray Is drying up

A Irrigated farming

A Three irrigators in NSW and Vic lost 840Gl in
2001/02 in evaporation and seepage from 13000
km of open earthen channels, before it reached
t he growers. This 1 s 15«
use and equivalent to evaporation losses in
Lower Lakes (Don Bursill, 2009 Former Chief
Scientist SA Water)

A South Australia would have plenty of water if it
was not -dllocationcupseeam

A Over-allocation reflects the power of corporate
agriculture



Impacts on health & well-being

A Obvious ecological disaster has a negative
effect on the psyche of the whole community

A Farmers relying on water near the mouth have
livelihoods threatened and clear evidence of
Increase In depression, suicide

A Impact on tourism leads to job losses,
unemployment and consequent health impacts

A De-population because of lack of vibrant future
so less young people to revitalise the area

A Impact on Indigenous community seeing land
they are custodians of deteriorate through
causes outside their control 1T de-powering



Coorong: Home to the
garrindjeri people

NGARRINDJERI NATION

YARLUWAR-RUWE PLAN
Caring for Ngarrindjeri Sea Country and Culture

Kungun Ngarrindjeri Yunnan
(Listen to Ngarrindjeri People Talking)



HEALTHY PLACES, HEALTHY PE



