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Indigenous Populations

AUSTRALIA:

É (Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders) 

ï500,000 persons

ï2.4% of total Australian 
population

ï17 years less of life

CANADA:

É (First Nations, Inuits, 
Metis)

ï1.3 million persons

ï4.4% of total Canadian 
population

ïStatus Indians: 6 years 
less of life

ïInuits: 12 years less
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A « classless » society?...

É Canadians and Americans like to think 
that they are very egalitarian and donôt 
have social classes.

É Not true. We simply mask reality by 
referring to « socio -economic status ».

É To the opposite, the Brits who 
acknowledge that their society is a well -
entrenched class system have a long 
tradition of research of the connection 
between health and class .
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Consequently:

health equity can be defined 
as the absence of unfair or 
avoidable or remediable 
differences in health among 
populations or groups defined 
socially, economically, 
demographically or 
geographicaly .
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CANADA: Differences in life 

expectancy at birth, men

ÉBritish Columbia: 78.2 years

ÉNunavut: 67.2 years

É In Montreal:

ïWest Island, Hampstead: 79.5 years

ïHochelaga -Maisonneuve: 68.6 years

ïLower downtown: 66    years


