




Breaking connections



Resilience & Conservation

ñThe capacity of a system to absorb disturbance and re -

organise so as to retain essentially the same function, 

structure and feedbacks ï to have the same identity ò 
(Resilience Alliance)

RESILIENCE ADAPTABILITY TRANSFORMABILITY
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Characteristics and processes that give social and ecological systems resilience, adaptability and 

transformability (Resilience Alliance 2007) 



What happens when the natural 

environment loses its resilience?







ñéwith unmitigated climate change, the risks are high 

that there will be change beyond recognition in the 

heartlands of old, rural Australia, in Victoria, 

Western Australia, South Australia, and in the Murray 

Darling BasinéThe loss of these heartlands of old 

Australia would be mournedò.

Garnaut Climate Change Review, 2007



How are human health, climate change 

and the natural environment 

connected?





Impacts of climate change on human health

Death & injury from extreme weather events

Impacts of increased temperatures from heatwaves & heat waves

Increasing spread of vector - borne disease

Decreasing air quality & respiratory illness

Increasing pressure on food & water quality & availability

Mental health impacts from exposure to natural 

disasters/financial hardship associated extreme events

Pessimism about future





Southern Gastric Brooding Frog



Remaking connections



Key impediments to remaking 

connections & building 

resilience:

Absence of strong international & national legislative & 

policy frameworks for tackling climate change;

Failure of state & commonwealth governments to deliver 

coordinated action to address causes environmental decline

Incremental approach to change that ignores the pace of 

ecological & social collapse



Resilience & climate change



Resilience & Healthy Oceans


