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Social Cultural Factors Increasing
Demand

LBJ signs Medicare Act 1965 with
Former president Harry Truman
Looking on.

| BJ Librarv Photoaranher Unknown

Signing of Civil Rights Act 1964
with Martin Luther King in the
Background.

LBJ Library Photo by Cecil Stoughton



1967: Problems/Opportunities

A Rural Health Access
A Physician Burrout
A Returning Military Medics



Other Developments

A Feminist Movement
A Expanded Rol es of

A Development of Family Practice
Specialty

A New Technology from Wartime (e.g.
Mash Units) creates other new careers

(paramedics, respiratory therapists etc.)



Specific Nursing Issues

A Shift work

A Pressure to move to Administrative
Roles

AR Professionalism of
(emphasis on degrees, research,
nursing | anguagel/t



l an ASSI St a
BY Physi ci

Richard Smith, M.D.
(founder, MEDEX Northwet




Early Models

ARussian Feldshers
A Chinese Barefoot Doctors
APur ser 6s Mat es

Alnformally Trained
NAssi stantso



Founders of the PA Profession

Dr. Henry Silver
Child Health Associate

—

Dr. Eugene Stead, Jr
Physician Assistant

Dr. John Kirklin Dr. Hu C. Myers Dr. Richard Smith
Surgeon Assistant Baccalaureate Program MEDEX
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National Attention Draws Respons:t

ria THE READE]

cal therapy and medical technology.

Along with waining like this, ex-
perimental programs are trying to
make up for our dwindling supply
of rural doctors. "The departinent

rate a two-vear course this fall for

physicians assistants, with support
from the National Institutes of
Health,

“We're talking about a high-school
graduate who has the intelligence
to do college work,” said James Mau,
administrative director of the pro-
gram. The student will acquire nurs-
ing and technical skills and “will
lend arms and legs to the physician™
—free him from routine work, per
mit him to spend more time inter-
preting medical data and, of course,
to scc more patients.
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Good Publicity; Bad Title

MORE
THAN A NURSE,

HEMINGWAY

PRO FOOTBALL

LESS THAN A DOCTOR..
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Current USA PA Data
A 79,900 PAs in Practice

A 62% Female

A 91% of PAs in Clinical Practice
A 38% Work in Primary Care

A PAs Practice in 60 Specialties
A Geographic PAs

New York: Largest # of PAs
Alaska: Largest # of PAs Per Capita



N Be st Jobs |

Of the top 50 jobs In America,
Physician assistant Is rated #5 with a
10 year forecast of 49.65% job growth
and average pay of $75,117 (including
salary and bonus)

- MONEY Magazine and Salary.com, 2006



Current US NP Data

A 125,000 NPs
A 6000 graduates each year



NP Message (US)

AEmphasize fiCare and
A Movement to the Nursing Doctorate
A Most visible new role: Retail Clinics



2009: Problems/Opportunities

A Health Care Access

A New Diseases/New Treatments

A Technology Driven Developments
A New Models of Care

A International Developments



Operating Principle

NAdapt not A

Richard Smith, MD



MEDEX Principles for Creating

a New Profession
ACollaborative Model

A Competency Based
A Focused Recruitm
AReceptive Framework

ADeployment

AContinuing Medical Education




MEDEX Principles:
Collaborative Model

A Practicing physicians

A Medical Association (organized medicine
A Training institution (medical school)

A Other health organizations

A Community



MEDEX Principles:

Competency Based Programs

A Identifying competencies

A Using competencies to design
coursework

A Identifying minimum levels of
competency

AEl i minating ficomp:




MEDEX Principles:
Focused Recruitment/Selection:

NChoosi ng the F

A lst Career/2nd Career
ARigorous Selection Processes
ACommunity Input



MEDEX Students

AAllied Health Personnel

AMilitary Corpspersons

ANurses

AParamedics

ACommunity Health Aides/Practitioners
from Indigenous communities (Alaska)
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